


Fall 2009 www.ultracycling.com 47

Complete Results
Women
Anita Serafini, Kindhausen, SWITZ, 26:44, RAAM 
Qualified; Caroline van den Bulk, Huntsville, CAN, 
28:31, RQd; Petra Eyrich, Rebstein, SWITZ, 32:16

Men
Thomas Strebel, Birrhard, SWITZ, 22:24, RQd; 
Christian Beeler, Steinen, SWITZ, 23:11, RQd; 
Bernd Paul, Wiesenbronn, GER, 23:25, RQd; Mi-
chael Nehls, Vörstetten, GER, 23:58, RAAM Fin-
isher; Fabio Biasiolo, Mira, ITALY, 24:10, RAAM 
Finisher; Fabian Sialm, Therwil, SWITZ, 24:16, 
RQd; Christian Wirth, Bern, SWITZ, 24:37, RQd; 
Nik Zeindler, Münsingen, SWITZ, 24:49, RQd; Beny 
Furrer, Stalden, SWITZ, 25:13, RAAM Finisher; 
Matthew Warner-Smith, Cessy, FRA, 25:17, RQd; 
Achim Heinze, Simbach, GER, 25:24, RQd; Daniel 
Egli, Oberkirch, SWITZ, 25:25, RQd; Rainer Egli, 
Bern, SWITZ, 25:25, RQd; Paolo Laureti, Silvi 
Marina, ITA, 25:36, RQd; Martin Jakob, Solothurn, 
SWITZ, 25:49, RAAM Finisher; Paolo Aste, Valli 
Del Pasubio, ITA, 26:00, RQd; Simon Ruff, Törbel, 
SWITZ, 26:21, RQd; Christoph Nenniger, Wädenswi, 
SWITZ, 26:34, RQd; Karl Haller, Zürich, SWITZ, 
26:39, RQd; Patrick Hager, Zwettl, AUST, 26:40, 
RQd; Christian Burri, Tuttwil, SWITZ, 26:44; 
Günter Wolf,  Finning, GER, 27:01; Ares Bursic, 
Zagreb, CZECH REP, 27:18; Horst Jung, Lauter-

bach, GER, 27:30, RQd, age 50+; Hermann Dopfer, 
Haldenwang, GER, 28:04, RQd, 50+; Mathias Guis-
chard, Bodelshausen, GER, 28:14, RQd, 50+; Gregor 
Komescher, Rees, GER, 28:24, RQd, 50+; Walter 
Lustenberger, Malters, SWITZ, 28:42, RQd, 50+; 
Florian Sickel, Bratislava, SLO, 29:08; Mario Mül-
ler, Kraftsdorf, GER, 30:17; Làszlo Ruppert, Pécs, 
HUNG, 32:03; Martin Niehren, Kirkel, GER, 33:05; 
Peter Felten, Bad Honnef, GER, 29:55

DNF 720-km, Finished 600-km
Kevin Biehl, Murten, SWITZ, 23:17; Jens Lauden-
bacher, Rothenburg, GER, 24:17; Pascal Kerboas, 
Lausanne, SWITZ, 24:24; Dieter Koletzki, Völklin-
gen, GER, 24:36; Peter Buff, Züberwangen, SWITZ, 
24:47; Manuel Saupriegl, Liezen, AUST, 27:15; Mi-
chael Büttner, Münchberg, GER, 28:23; Hermann 
Koch-Gröber, Stuttgart, GER, 28:43; Angelo Anders-
en, Copenhagen, DEN, 29:11; Manfred Gaudl, Bergen, 
GER, 32:14; Oswald Leibold, Steinau, GER, 25:47

DNF
Stephane Cand, Gland, SWITZ; Giuseppe Casellini, 
Riva San Vitale, SWITZ; Denis Janezic, Schänis, 
SWITZ; Roy Kriwaczek, Stollberg, GER; Alexander 
Lang, Freiburg, GER; Hans Anton Nygaard, Kopen-
hagen, DEN; Thomas Ratschob, Siebnen, SWITZ; 
Iliano Rossi, Cesena, ITA; Nils Rykart, Boudevil-
liers, SWITZ; Philipp Sidler, Oberägeri, SWITZ; 
Anders Tesgaard, Kopenhagen, DEN

European Ultracycling Champions
Congratulations to:

Anita Serafini, 48, Kindhausen, Switzerland
Thomas Strebel, 41, Birrhard, Switzerland

Winners of the Radmarathon, European 2009 Ultracycling Championship
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Radmarathon Women’s Winner Anita Serafini
Anita Serafini won the women’s 2009 European Ultracycling Champion at the 
Swiss Radmarathon and shattered the course record by three hours (26 hours 
44 minutes).

The almost 48-year old Serafini trains 1000-km per month whatever the 
weather.  She has “a 70-percent-time job, a house and garden, and am raising 
my 15-year-old son” who swims for the Limmat Swim Club.

Like many ultra athletes Serafini started in triathlons and once held the 
world record in a 12-hour swim.  In an ultracycling race she met her life 

partner, Christoph Stähli.  She entered the 24-hour race in Schötz in 2007 and the 600-km 
Radmarathon race for the first time.  In 2008 she tried to qualify for RAAM, “but it rained 
continuously, I rode without company the whole way, and got lost.  After 300 kilometers, I gave 
up.”  Only five people finished Radmarathon 2008.

Serafini says “I have already considered whether this energy could be used more prudently for 
something else that other people also do.  But I have made many friends doing this.  And as 
long as I win, I’m also motivated.”

Although focused on winning, Serafini also enjoys the beauty of the race. “You see so many ar-
eas in Switzerland that you don’t know.  The most beautiful was riding into the sunrise.  And in 
the Rhein Valley, we crossed a sunlit canyon—it was like being in a fairy-tale,” says Serafini.

Serafini qualified for RAAM, but doesn’t plan to race:  “For that, you need a budget of 60,000 
francs.  I don’t have a sponsor now and am not looking for one.”

Quotes courtesy of Philipp Anz, Endurance Sports: July 18th 2009.

Anita Serafini, 
Women’s winner

Fall Kills Fireweed Racer
By John Hughes
On July 11, 2009 Robert Johnson, 64, slid under 
a guardrail and struck his head on a steel guard 
rail post.  According to the state troopers John-
son “apparently fell over the front of the bicycle 
for no apparent reason.”   Johnson, from Unal-
aska, AK, was racing in the Fireweed 100.

Peter Lekisch, Fireweed organizer, said that 
Johnson was riding on the shoulder of a two-lane 
highway about 20 miles into the century and was 
descending from the 3,322-foot Eureka Summit.

Johnson was being treated by physicians, para-
medics and a nurse when troopers arrived.  He 
was flown to the hospital in Anchorage where he 
died about six hours later of head injuries.  He 
was wearing a helmet, as required by the event.

Lekisch said that race officials were devastated 
and referred all questions to state troopers.  

The Fireweed, which starts 
at Sheep Mountain Lodge, 
is four events:  the 400-mile 
RAAM qualifier, a double century, a century 
and a 50-mile race.  The 200-mile event is one-
way to Valdez (many racers then take the ferry 
back to Anchorage) and features extremely 
popular team races.  The 100 and 200 offer both 
drafting and non-drafting divisions and 50 in-
cludes a fat tire class.

“Oatley won the Fireweed 400 in 20:11.”

Jeff Oatley, 40, Anchorage, AK, won the Fire-
weed 400 in 20 hours 11 minutes.  Oatley won 
the Fireweed in 2006, setting the course record 
(19:57), and finished RAAM 2007.  Last year 
Oatley set the 200-mile non-drafting course re-




